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Thinking SPACE

Dear Friends,

As this is a special edition of the SPACE newsletter which covers
December and January, | considered which topical subjects to write
about: Advent, Christmas, New Year, Epiphany... but which one?

Well, | have to admit, | have mixed feelings about the season of Advent:
the Christian season of Advent was not invented until the 5" century. |
have a sneaking suspicion that its establishment had a lot to do with
staving off the peasants’ celebration of the pagan Winter festival and
limiting their Christmas revelries to a day or two!

| then thought that Christmas might be too obvious a subject. And New
Year seems just a perennial reminder that we’re all getting older!

So Epiphany it is: the time when we remember the Wise Men and their
gifts.

In much of the world, Epiphany is celebrated as a major Christian festival.
In Scandinavia and Central Europe, presents are routinely given at
Epiphany to children. In many Latin American countries, children awake to
presents left for them by the three kings. They may even leave straw in
their shoes the night before for the kings’ elephant, horse, and camel.

In Spain, children generally receive presents from the Three Wise Men,
rather than Santa Claus, and they leave shoes outside the door on the
night of the 5" to be filled with gifts. Malaga is one of the many Spanish
cities that hosts a parade, too, with the Magi on elaborate thrones and
performers on floats tossing sweets to children in the crowd.

Across ltaly, it's the good broomstick-riding witch Befana who visits
children on Epiphany, bringing sweets and presents. But only in Venice
can you watch several suspiciously masculine-looking Befana witches
rowing down its most famous canal. This gondola regatta sees several
ex-gondoliers dressed up in witch-like clothing and racing each other
down Venice’s Grand Canal.

Much of Latin America also celebrates Epiphany, or Dia de los Reyes,
and it’s often given greater importance than Christmas. On the 6™, there
are big processions, such as the one in Lima, where the highlight is three
policemen dressed as the Three Wise Men who ride on horseback
through the streets.


https://matadornetwork.com/destinations/europe/italy/
https://matadornetwork.com/read/9-things-avoid-venice/
https://matadornetwork.com/destinations/south-america/peru/lima/

In New Orleans, as well as across the southeastern region of the US,
Epiphany is celebrated with the baking and eating of cakes. These round
King Cakes decorated with coloured sugar are part of King Cake parties
that take place from 6th of January to Mardi Gras. The cakes also contain
a little figurine or token, and whoever finds it in their slice of cake is
responsible for making the King Cake the next year or throwing the next
Mardi Gras party.

The Orthodox version of Epiphany celebrations, in contrast, may involve
stripping down to swimming trunks and diving into the icy water, such as
the Golden Horn in Istanbul. Participants aim to retrieve a wooden
crucifix that has been thrown in by the priest. It's believed that catching
the cross will bring health and prosperity (and hopefully protect from
pneumonia).

If jumping into icy water doesn’t sound appealing, then eating cake in
Mexico might. Here, a sweet bread decorated with candied fruit called
rosca de reyes is prepared. It's shaped in a ring to resemble a crown,
and inside there’s a little figure of baby Jesus. He’s hidden in the cake to
represent the hiding of baby Jesus from King Herod.

Folk wisdom in Romania claims that if a girl slips and falls on ice on
Epiphany, she will definitely get married in the coming year. And in
Latvia, if you hear a dog barking on Epiphany, you are supposed to look
in that direction for your future spouse.

So much celebration around the world for this festival of Epiphany, and
yet in our country it is almost relegated to a Christmas afterthought! Itis a
shame.

| finish with a verse of Christina Rossetti’s hymn “In the Bleak Midwinter”:

What can | give Him, poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd | would bring a lamb;
If | were a wise man | would do my part,
Yet what | can | give Him: give my heart.

Let’s take some time to think what gifts we might bring to Jesus, in return
for the priceless gift of Himself.

Best wishes to you all for a happy and healthy Advent, Christmas, New
Year and Epiphany.

David Hall
Longcauseway


https://matadornetwork.com/destinations/north-america/united-states/new-orleans/
https://matadornetwork.com/read/9-ways-humiliate-mardi-gras/
https://matadornetwork.com/destinations/asia/turkey/istanbul-region/
https://matadornetwork.com/destinations/north-america/mexico/

LEADING OUR CHURCH INTO GROWTH:
God of Mission,
who alone brings growth to Your Church;
send Your Holy Spirit to give:
VISION to our planning;
WISDOM to our actions.
JOY to our worship,
and POWER to our witness.
Help our church to
GROW in numbers,
in spiritual commitment to You,

and in SERVICE to our local community,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

New Zoom Link for: Sunday Worship -

Unable to be at church? SPACE invites you to a scheduled Zoom
Meeting of the Sunday Service at Longcauseway.

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84873487627?pwd=
Ug2NIEaCzmmKMO1HYzOMOTWXOCLPjp.1

Time: Every week at 10.15am on Sunday mornings join using the
following codes: Meeting ID: 848 7348 7262 - Passcode: 323666

or listen Online by visiting the Longcauseway
Website: www.Longcauseway.org.uk and scrolling
down to ‘Listen Online’, or listen later online.

or join in by landline which can be accessed by
phone, just dial one of the UK numbers below

longcauseway.org.uk

then input the relevant information for the live session you wish to join:
+44 13146 01196; +44 2034 815237; +44 2034 815240



Christmas Band Concert

Norristhorpe United Reformed Church
Saturday 6™ December

BAND at 2.00pm
Tickets: £6.00 available from Linda and Janet or call Janet

McDonald 07891 979921 to reserve ticket and pay at the door.
Refreshments included and will be served after the concert.

Join Us For

Advent Bible Study
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Longcauseway Church Norristhorpe URC
for lunch and study for study

Friday’s 5", 12"* & 19" of Tuesday’s 02", 9" & 16"
December at 12.350pm of December @ 1.30pm

To book a place for lunch at Longcauseway see the sign up
sheet in church or contact churchsecretarylcw@outlook.com™

Norristhorpe URC: Norristhorpe Lane, Norristhorpe,
Liversedge, WF15 7AN.

Longcauseway church, The Princess of Wales Precinct,
Dewsbury, WF13 1THN

The
United
Reformed
Church

www.urc.org.uk



LongcuuLsequ( Church Chﬁir

", CHRISTMAS
nday 7th December at 2.00

Join us for a selection of Christmas carols
and festive favourites
Tickets are £7.50 per person, available from
the church and include refreshments
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Payand play every Thursday
starting January 8th from lpm to 3pm
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10.30am to 12 noon
The Princess of Wales Precinct, Dewsbury WF131NH Longcauseway Church

Longcauseway Church




Regular Weekly Events

unless stated otherwise in calendar or contact Church Secretary

Sundays 10.30am  Heckmondwike: Worship
10.30am  Longcauseway: Worship
10.45am  Norristhorpe: Worship
Mondays 10.30am- Longcauseway: Listen with Others every 2
12 noon weeks starting 12 January until 23 March (5)
11.30am Heckmondwike: The Bread and Butter
Thing for volunteers (10)
12 noon to 2.30pm - Warm Space - All welcome (11)
Tuesdays 10.30am  Longcauseway: In Stitches — page 12
Wednesdays 9.00am- Longcauseway: 3 Strand Café to 1.30pm
11.15am- to 12 noon - Chair-a-cise
Thursdays 10.30am- Norristhorpe: Coffee Morning every week —
12 noon except on lunch day (18)
1.00pm- Longcauseway: Table Tennis
3.00pm  starting 8 January (5)
Fridays 10.00am- Longcauseway: Bumps, Babies and
11.30am  Toddlers (in term time)
Saturdays 9.45am- Longcauseway: 3 Strand Café to 11.45am

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Further information may be found on the page numbers in ()

December 2025
Mon 1 12.30pm  Norristhorpe: Hand Bells (1% & 3™ Monday)
Wed 3 Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing
1.30pm- Week 1: 3 Strand Café - Pause. Breathe.
2.00pm Pray. 30 minutes of quiet prayer and
worship
1.00pm- Week 1: Scottish Folk Dancing led by Kath
2.30pm  Shaw




Thurs 4 9.00am

Longcauseway: Rewind to Christmas —

onwards  There will be the usual morning and
HELP!'  afternoon sessions and any help with this
would be appreciated. If you are willing to
help please contact Jo Hartley for further
details. Lunch will be provided.
Sat 6 2.00pm Norristhorpe: Clifton & Lightcliffe =~ &=
Brass Band Christmas Concert (4) 200
Sun 7 10.30am Heckmondwike: Worship led by Debbie

2" Sunday
in Advent 10.30am

Storey

Longcauseway: Worship including
Kirkwood Light up a Life Service led by
Rev Dr David Barker (5)

10.45am  Norristhorpe: Worship and communion led
‘ by Rev Samantha Sheehan
W 2.00pm Longcauseway Choir Christmas Concert
T (tickets £7.50pp) (5)
Tues 9 1.00pm Heckmondwike: Elders’ meeting at church
Wed 10 Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing
1.30pm- Week 1: 3 Strand Café - Pause. Breathe.
2.00pm  Pray. 30 minutes of quiet prayer and
worship
1.00pm- Week 1: Scottish Folk Dancing led by Kath
2.30pm  Shaw
Thurs 11 10.30am Norristhorpe: Lunch, to book see page 18
1.30pm  Heckmondwike: Carol Service at Newlands

Care Home (10)

Sun 14 10.30am

3" Sunday

in Advent
10.30am

10.45am

Heckmondwike: Worship including gift
service and communion led by Rev
Samantha Sheehan (12)

Longcauseway: Worship led by David Hall

Norristhorpe: Worship led by Rev Simon
Copley

Mon 15 12.30pm

Norristhorpe: Hand Bells (1% & 3 Monday)




Wed 17

Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing

1.00pm  Week 3: Scottish Folk Dancing led by Kath
2.30pm  Shaw
Sun 21 10.30am Heckmondwike: Festival Service led by
4th 8unday Junior ChurCh
in Advent 6.00pm  Christingle ¥ led by Marion Brierley and
Rev Samantha Sheehan
10.30am  Longcauseway: Worship led by
. Rev Samantha Sheehan
¥ 4.30pm  Carols by Candlelight
10.45am  Norristhorpe: Worship led by Rev Malcolm
Garforth-Fife
Wed 24 4.30pm Longcauseway: Christingle Service ¥ led by
Christmas Rev Samantha Sheehan
Eve 11.30pm  Norristhorpe: Watch Night Service and
communion led by Rev Samantha Sheehan
Thurs 25 S Happy Birthday Jesus! May you all
Christmas o N: have a happy and blessed Christmas
9.45am Longcauseway: Celebration service led by
Rev Dr David Barker
10.00am  Heckmondwike: Celebration service led by
Rev Samantha Sheehan
Sat 27 9.45am Longcauseway: 3 Strand Café
10.00am- Dewsbury Repair Café in 3 Strand Café on
12 noon last Saturday in month
Sun 28 10.30am Longcauseway: Joint Methodist Worship
10.30am  Norristhorpe: Joint worship led by Janet
McDonald
Heckmondwike: Joint worship at
Norristhorpe
Mon 29 12.30pm  Norristhorpe: Hand Bells (1 & 3" Monday)
Tues 30 10.30am  Norristhorpe: Coffee morning (18)
12 noon Note!! Change of day this week.




January 2026

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and peaceful 2026

Sat 3 10.00am Longcauseway: Messy Church Party (16)
Sun 4 10.30am Heckmondwike: Worship led by Marion
Brierley
10.30am  Longcauseway: Worship led by Carol
Marsh
10.45am  Norristhorpe: Worship led by Rev John
Jenkinson
Wed 7 Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing
1.30pm- Week 1: 3 Strand Café - Pause. Breathe.
2.00pm  Pray. 30 minutes of quiet prayer and
worship
1.00pm- Week 1: Scottish Folk Dancing led by Kath
2.30pm  Shaw
Thurs 8 1.00pm Longcauseway: Table Tennis (5)
Sun 11 10.30am Heckmondwike: Worship led by
Rev Samantha Sheehan
10.30am Longcauseway: Covenant Service led by
Rev Dr David Barker
10.45am  Norristhorpe: Worship led by Rev Malcolm
Garforth-Fife
Mon 12 10.30am- Longcauseway: Listen with Others every
12 noon 2 weeks starting 12 January to 23 March (5)
Saturday, 17: 12 noon deadline for FEBRUARY
newsletter (Thinking SPACE: Heckmondwike)
Sun 18 10.30am Heckmondwike: Worship led by Mike Dixon
10.30am  Longcauseway: Worship led by Rev
Samantha Sheehan
10.45am  Norristhorpe: Worship led by Sally Speight
Mon 19 12.30pm  Norristhorpe: Hand Bells (1*! & 3" Monday)
Wed 21 Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing
1.00pm  Week 3: Scottish Folk Dancing led by Kath
2.30pm  Shaw




Sun 25 10.30am Heckmondwike: Worship led by
Rev Angela Lawson
10.30am  Longcauseway: Worship led by Wendy
Duckworth

10.45am  Norristhorpe: Worship led by
Rev Samantha Sheehan

Sat 31 9.45am Longcauseway: 3 Strand Café

10.00am- Dewsbury Repair Café in 3 Strand Café on
12 noon last Saturday in month

February 2026

Sun 1 10.30am Heckmondwike: Worship led by Rev
Samantha Sheehan
10.30am  Longcauseway: Worship

10.45am  Norristhorpe: Worship led by Marion

Brierley
Mon 2 12.30pm  Norristhorpe: Hand Bells (1% & 3™ Monday)
Wed 4 Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing

1.30pm- Week 1: 3 Strand Café - Pause. Breathe.

2.00pm  Pray. 30 minutes of quiet prayer and
worship

1.00pm- Week 1: Scottish Folk Dancing led by Kath

2.30pm  Shaw

Sat 7 10.00am Longcauseway: Messy Church (15/16)

Heckmondwike URC

HeckmondwikeURC@hotmail.com or
ChurchsecretaryHURC@hotmail.com
& 07756 869893 2 www.spaceurc.org.uk

Newlands Care Home Worship — The carol service will be held on
Thursday, 11 December. Please come along for worship with the
residents at 1.30pm to help with the singing.

Mondays: TBBT (The Bread and Butter Thing) 11.30am — volunteers
welcome. Contact church secretary for further details.

10



All welcome at Warm Space — 12 noon to 2.30pm - refreshments,
chat, warmth.

Anyone wishing to purchase 3 bags of groceries from TBBT for £8.50
can do so, it's really easy. Text TBBT to join! Text 07507 237 311
with your full name, postcode, and the name of the hub you will be
collecting from. Collections are from 2.00pm to 2.30pm.

The afternoon tea once again was a lovely opportunity to get together
and share food and memories. The theme of ‘to have & to hold’
prompted a good response from people who brought memorabilia from
personal experiences.

A few ladies still had their wedding dresses (and their parents ones!)
so the collection was interesting and allowed some great discussions.
Susan Tootell’s quiz was a test of famous folk past and present and
how much we knew about their public lives.

11


sms:07507237311

Thanks to all involved in the planning of this, and the ones who came
along to support. See also item ‘hearts and wedding dresses’ page 18.

"’ i \—

The annual gift service will also be held on Sunday, 14" December
when gifts of money for families known to the Probation Service in
need and/or gifts of chocolate (eg bars, chocolate orange etc) for those
attending the Annual Christmas Day Community Meal held at
Longcauseway Church.

Sunday, 22" December at 10.30am will be a Festival Service led by
the Junior Church and at 6.00pm the Christingle Service.

Christmas Day Service at 10.00am — note the time!!!

Thanks to all who knitted hearts to yarn bomb Heckmondwike it really
is appreciated and we hope you’ve enjoyed the challenge. Once again
thank you to Marion Brierley who organises us all in this venture and
gets frozen fingers in the process.

Longcauseway Church

churchsecretarylcw@outlook.com @ 07951 582848
www.Longcauseway.org.uk or www.spaceurc.org.uk

Tuesday Tonic activities 10.30am-12.30pm

In Stitches — Chat & Create— wool/needles/hooks provided for projects
being worked on, along with chat and refreshments.

Wellbeing Wednesday - See calendar of events for any changes

12



Longcauseway Junior Church filled 19 Christmas shoe boxes with
toiletries, stationery, toys and sweets

For the last few years we
have sent the boxes
through Teams4U charity
who do some great work in
Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia,
Bosnia and Romania - if
you want to read more,
they have a great < K
website Teams4u : -

Thank you so much to everyone who made donations of gifts and
money — it is much appreciated.

Remembrance 2025 - We had a poignant
Remembrance Sunday service led by Rev
Samantha and during which David Gaunt of
Dewsbury Sacrifice group presented a book of
the biographies of the men named on the
Wheelwright Grammar School WW1 memorial.

On Remembrance Day, November 111" we
were visited by Carlton Road Junior School
who presented a ‘kind hands’ wreath and laid it
at the foot of the Wheelwright Grammar School
commemorative plaque as well as a poppy
wreath they had made and laid at the foot of our poppy cross.

We talked about
being kind and
caring to one another
and having respect
for each other so that
we can all live a
peaceful life.

13


https://teams4u.com/

We were then visited children from Future Childcare Nursery who
placed their poppy wreath at the foot of our poppy cross and observed
the 2 minutes silence seated in church.

Spending time with these children on this special day made me a lot
more aware of just how important it is that we do not forget!

Thank you, lan West! To show our
appreciation for all lan’s hard work in
facilitating the installation of our new AV
equipment, Sally Speight presented him
with a token of our gratitude. Not only does
lan take a turn on the AV rota, he is also the
teams ‘go to’ man if there are any problems.

Longcauseway Christmas Fair, 22" November 2025 -

There were lots of opportunities to buy some super handcrafted
Christmas gifts at our Christmas Fair. The hall was full of lots of stalls;
In Stitches knitted goodies, Sally
Speight and friends with handmade
bags, aprons, cushions, Christmas
decorations, the usual book, cake
and bric a brac stalls, Beth Haigh'’s
Otter and Rosie handbags and
scrumptious cupcakes and

biscuits.

14



Last but not least, Father
Christmas also paid us a visit with
his wonderful Elf, Caroline.

The hall was a buzz, with the catering
team serving refreshments
throughout a glorious £1,718.90 was
raised, half for church mission and
half for local charity/charities.

Grateful thanks for all involved in making the day a success.

Messy church Saturday November 15t

Jesus is the Light of the World was our theme this month the
youngsters enjoyed making crafts that reflected this and learning that
he is here to help us see the right path and to feel safe even when
sometimes things around us seem dark and confusing, just like a light
helps us see our way in the dark. Jesus helps us in our lives.

We also learnt that we can =
be a light too, we can
shine bright for others just
like Jesus shines for us.
By helping others, by
being kind, loving and
showing them the way to
Jesus.

15



Our next session is a week earlier than
usual on November 29t when we will be

thinking about our Advent journey.
All are welcome to join us at 10am.

On Saturday 3™ of January, it's party
time as we are having a new year
celebration, with traditional party
games and pizzas for all, please
come along there’s no upper age
limit!

Longcauseway Family News: | begin with a blast from the past —

| think from Christmas 1990. Some of the children’s faces you may
recognise. Also Rev Nunn is in the pulpit and | think Alan Long is on
the piano.

Lyndsey Hall (nee Hanson); Catherine Rowbotham (nee Roberts);
Caroline Hookey (nee Roberts); Michael West and Lyndsey Bishop
West, to name just a few of the children. Happy days!

16



Please remember the following people who need prayers for one
reason or another:

Mike Walter, who has had a hip replacement after suffering a fall;
Ethel Marriott is now in a care home for rehabilitation, with the view to
returning to her own home; Gill Beckett, who is still recuperating after
her fall. Ruth Palmer’s treatment continues and she is doing okay;
Ramesh Pathak is being cared for at home; Alan Evans is still in his
care home.

Birthday wishes go to: Freya McKeating, who will be 9 on the
29 December.

Lexie Bishop West, who will be 11 on 17 January.

How this year has flown by, it is hard to believe this is our Christmas
edition of the church magazine. | have been producing this page since
2012 and | would really appreciate your news contributions. You can
email them to me or just give me them at church on a piece of paper.
Also, if you have any photos you would like to share please let me
know and | can include them in future editions.

| sign off wishing you all every blessing for a peaceful Christmas and a
healthy new year.

Love God bless
Margaret Roberts

Norristhorpe URC

churchsecretaryNURC@hotmail.com
& 07745 209270 E www.spaceurc.org.uk

Advent Bible Study Days: Rev Samantha Sheehan will lead Advent
Bible Study on Tuesday, 2, 9 and 16 December at 1.30pm. Light
refreshments will be available

Band Concert: The Christmas band concert featuring the Clifton &
Lightcliffe Band will be on Saturday, 6 December at 2.00pm.

Tickets, £6, are available from Linda and Janet or call Janet McDonald
on 07891 979921. Refreshments are included and will be served after
the concert.

17



Lunch: On Thursday, 13 November we enjoyed a meat and potato pie
lunch provided by Anne and John. The entertainment of Bingo was
organised by John and Christine with prizes given out for all winners
with a full house. The thanks was given by Linda.

Our next lunch will be on Thursday, 11 December. Names to Joyce
Benson please (01924 402548).

Norristhorpe United Reformed Church Coffee Morning

Come and join us on Tuesday, 30 December for a cuppa from
10.30am to 12 noon. If you have any mince pies, Christmas cake you
could bring them and share!! If not just bring yourself.

Hearts and wedding dresses -

After a lovely afternoon at Heckmondwike (pages 11/12) we saw the
beautiful wedding dresses that people had kept in memory of the
important days for their families. We thought you would be interested
in what we decided to do with our wedding dresses.

Our dresses
had been stored
for many years,
and we were
aware that they
would not be
used by any of
our family but
did not want to
throw them
away they were still precious.

| had heard about 2 ladies who wanted wedding dresses to make
gowns, and angel wraps for babies who are born asleep. These ladies
distribute these beautiful items to be used at hospital in York,
Scarborough, Freeman and Royal Victoria in Newcastle. To say thank
for donating you wedding dress they make a heart for you to keep.

These are the pictures of our heart which we will keep in a safe place.
Janet McDonald and Linda Harrison

18



Sunday Worship
Service Times

10.30am
Heckmondwike URC, WF16 ODY
ChurchsecretaryHURC@hotmail.com @& 07756 869893

Longcauseway Church, Dewsbury, WF13 1NH
churchsecretarylcw@outlook.com @ 07951 582848

10.45am

Norristhorpe URC, WF15 7AN
churchsecretaryNURC@hotmail.com @ 07745 209270

10.30am
Full SPACE services

News for February
SPACE Newsletter and
Thinking SPACE (Heckmondwike) to
be with

Susan Lord
SpaceSecretaryurc@hotmail.com
@ 01924 513905

no later than
12 noon on Saturday, 17 January 2026




