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Thinking SPACE

Dear Friends,

| think it is fair to say we are well and truly in the season of Autumn; the
leaves are changing; oranges, yellows and reds are the predominant
colours and the weather although still bright, there is a definite nip in
the air, and the wind is blowing.

Autumn is my favourite season, the colours, the change in the weather
— the rain although never welcomed allows the colours to pop just that
little bit more. Bringing some relief after the dry summer sun; and the
wind making the leaves dance across the pavements. And most of all |
get to start wearing my jumpers and scarf once again — that cozy
clothing starts to reappear.

Autumn is a season of change and preparation, it is in this season that
we most often celebrate harvest, a time of thanksgiving. Gardens and
allotments become a hive of activity as we try and beat the weather.
Harvesting crops, tidying, deadheading, weeding, readying the ground
for hibernation of winter. Itis a season when the wildlife is active too.
One of the blessings of moving to Mirfield is the number of birds that
visit the manse garden. We have a birdfeeder across the garden from
our dining room table, and | take great joy in sitting over a meal
watching the blue tits, coal tits, robins, wren, black birds and even a
woodpecker dart from the evergreen hedge to the feeders and back
again. Even the pigeons pecking around beneath the feeders are
entertaining. For they too are preparing for the colder months.

While our instinct might be to want to follow suit, to prepare for a mini
hibernation of our own, to stay in where it is warm and dry, to protect
ourselves from the darker nights. There is still so much beauty in the
God’s creation to be thankful for.

A friend of mine has a practice of thankfulness, at the end of each
working week she posts on Facebook listing the things that week
which have brought her joy and the things that she is thankful for.
They can be as small and simple as a welcomed cup of tea in her
favourite mug to an adventure with a friend. In recent weeks while
faced with the challenging and unsettling news from around the globe,
she had doubled down, reminding her friends that “when things feel so
bad, that is when it’s important to remember good things too”.



A pattern that we also find in our Psalms, that when faced with
challenge and adversity the Psalmist turns to God with a song of praise
and thanksgiving.

| wonder if you have a practice of thanksgiving, of pausing at the end
of each day, or week to remember and give thanks to God for the
things which have brought you joy; and when the world’s shadows
seem to be crowding in to declare more loudly:

Give thanks to God, for he is good. God’s love endured forever.
Psalm 136.1

It is something which | am consciously wanting to make a part of this
season, and | invite you to join me.

With blessings and thanksgiving

Samantha
Your minister

Induction Service for Rev Samantha Sheehan 30 August 2025

The SPACE group of churches
warmly welcomed Rev Samantha
Sheehan, her family and friends, as
well as members of Synod, local
clergy, and the Mayor of Kirklees at
her induction service on 30 August.

The celebratory service was
followed by afternoon tea, lovingly
provided and prepared by members
of all three churches.

We look forward to working together
in Dewsbury, Heckmondwike, and
Norristhorpe as we begin this new
chapter.

On behalf of us all once again “Welcome Samantha to SPACE and we
hope you will be very happy with us”.
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@ Thursday 3" October, 7pm on zoom

Looking at the synod budget

Satursday 11" October

10.15 - 4pm, St Andrew’s URC,
Roundhay, Shaftsbury Avenue,
LS8 1DS

Be inspired and equipped for mission, justice, and
youth engagement in our churches and communities.

All ages welcome | Sign up for workshops on the day

LEADING OUR CHURCH INTO GROWTH:
God of Mission,
who alone brings growth to Your Church;
send Your Holy Spirit to give:
VISION to our planning;
WISDOM to our actions.
JOY to our worship,
and POWER to our witness.
Help our church to
GROW in numbers,
in spiritual commitment to You,

and in SERVICE to our local community,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN




Zoom in for: Sunday Worship - Unable to be at church

SPACE invites you to Longcauseway Church Sunday Worship by a

scheduled Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86542407384 ?pwd=
XeAY5aVQWUQEMuOqgz7oHwWGZbK5JU2q.1

Every week at 10.15am on Sunday mornings join Longcauseway on Zoom
using the following codes: Meeting ID: 865 4240 7384 - Passcode: 131789

or listen Online by visiting the Longcauseway Website: -
www.Longcauseway.org.uk and scrolling down to ‘Listen ONLINE
Online’, or listen later online.

You can also join in by landline which can be accessed
by phone, just dial one of the UK numbers below then Iongeausevayorguk

input the relevant information for the live session you wish
to join: +44 13146 01196; +44 2034 815237; +44 2034 815240

Afternoon Tea

Theme - To have and to hold
<3 94 Y

share your wedding memories!
Photos, memorabilia, wedding clothes....

Come and join us for afternoon tea at:

Thursday 23 October
2.00pm - 4.00pm

Booking essential by Sunday 19 October
Phone or text: 07756 869893
Email: churchsecretaryHURC@hotmail.com


mailto:churchsecretaryHURC@hotmail.com

UNDERPIN

FREE IN PERSON SESSIONS:

Learn how to alter, re-use and upcycle fabric and clothing on Monday afternoons
at 3 Strand Café, The Princess of Wales Precinct, Dewsbury WF13 1NH.

Monday 13th October, 12.00 - 13.30 - Needle-felted Brooches
Monday 20th October, 12.00 - 13.30 - Upcycled Autumn Wreaths

FREE ONLINE SESSIONS:

Learn new sewing skills like darning and visible mending by joining in with our
online sessions or watching the recordings back at a time that suits you.
Tuesday 14th October, 15.00 - 16.00 - Needle-felted Brooches
Tuesday 21st October, 09.30 - 10.30 - Upcycled Quilting Techniques

To book your place on a session or request a recording link, please email
us at: contact@s2r.org.uk. These sessions are suitable for ages 18+ only.

[NHS | S2R

PE : ; South West CREATE
Creative Minds Yorkshire Partnership SPACE

NHS Foundation Trust
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SUNDAY 12 OCTOBER }°
HARVEST FESTIVAL

Service @510 S0am %
a

e LA

Longcauseway Church
Faith, Hope & Love in the Heart of Dewsbury

with donations gratefully P

received for the work of -
Care Dewsbury

followed by lunch.
to reserve a place contact
churchsecretarylcw@outlook.com

p E . E scan for more information or follow '
\ - - longcauseway church on n SN\
‘ 3

The Prmcess of Wales Precmct Dewsbury WF13 1NH “
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October 2025

Wed 1 Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing
11.30am Week 1: Chair-a-cise
1.30pm Scottish Folk Dancing led by Kath Shaw
1.30pm Pause. Breathe. Pray. 3 Strand Café - page 11
Thurs 2 10.30am-  Norristhorpe: Coffee Morning every
12 noon Thursday
Fri 3 10.30am- Longcauseway: Bumps, Babies and
11.30am Toddlers (in term time — half term 27-31)
Sat 4 10.00am Longcauseway: Messy Church
10.30am-  Norristhorpe: Coffee Morning and craft stall
12noon to raise money towards the Christmas Band
Concert page 18
Sun 5 10.30am Heckmondwike: Church Anniversary -
worship led by Stephen Stokes
10.30am Longcauseway: Worship led by Kit Owen-
Smith, The Leprosy Mission
10.45am Norristhorpe: Worship led by Rev Samantha
Sheehan
Mon 12.30pm Norristhorpe: Handbells restarts today
Tues 10.30am Longcauseway: In Stitches — page 11
Wed Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing
11.30am Week 2: Chair-a-cise
Thurs 9 10.30am Norristhorpe: Lunch — to book see page 18
Sun 12 10.30am Longcauseway: Harvest Worship led by Rev
Samantha Sheehan
10.45am Norristhorpe: Worship and communion led
by Rev John Jenkinson
2.00pm Heckmondwike: Worship led by Rev Malcolm
Garforth-Fife
Mon 13 11.30pm Heckmondwike: TBBT — page 10
Tues 14 10.30am Longcauseway: /In Stitches — page 11
1.00pm Heckmondwike: Elders’ meeting
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Wed 15 Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing
11.30am Week 3: Chair-a-cise
1.30pm  Scottish Folk Dancing led by Kath Shaw
Thurs 16 10.30am-  Norristhorpe: Coffee Morning every
12 noon Thursday
Fri 17  7.00pm Longcauseway: 17/12 Ladies Group — Open

Meeting - all welcome - page 12

Saturday, 18: 12 noon deadline for November newsletter (back page)
(Thinking SPACE: Norristhorpe)

Sun 19 10.30am Heckmondwike: Worship and communion led
by Rev Samantha Sheehan
Last day to sign up for Afternoon Tea
10.30am Longcauseway: Worship led by Rev Peter
Sharp
10.45am Norristhorpe: Worship followed by Church
Meeting
Mon 20 11.30am Heckmondwike: TBBT — page 10
12.30pm Norristhorpe: Handbells
Tues 21 10.30am Longcauseway: In Stitches — page 11
Wed 22 Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing
11.30am Week 4: Chair-a-cise
Thurs 23 10.30am-  Norristhorpe: Coffee Morning every
12 noon Thursday
2.00pm-  Heckmondwike: Afternoon tea “To have and
4.00pm to Hold” — page 4

British Summer Time ends Sunday, 26 October, clocks go back 1 hour!

Sun 26 10.30am Heckmondwike: Worship led by Alex Walker
10.30am Longcauseway: Worship led by Rev David
Barker
10.45am Norristhorpe: Worship led by Wendy
Duckworth
Mon 27 11.30pm Heckmondwike: TBBT — page 10
Tues 28 10.30am Longcauseway: /n Stitches — page 11
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Wed 29 Longcauseway: Weekly Wellbeing
11.30am Week 5: Chair-a-cise

Thurs 30 10.30am-  Norristhorpe: Coffee Morning every
12 noon Thursday

1.30pm Heckmondwike: All welcome at Newlands
Hall Care Home for Harvest Worship — page 10

Fri 31 Longcauseway: Closed for half term today - Bumps,
Babies and Toddlers — open on 7 November (Term time)
November 2025
Sat 1 10.00am Longcauseway: Messy Church — page 15
Sun 2 10.30am Joint Heckmondwike & Norristhorpe:

Worship led by Rev Jamie Kissack
No worship at Norristhorpe
10.30am  Longcauseway: Worship TBA

Thank you to all who made our Golden Wedding Celebrations a time
to remember from the meal with Norristhorpe URC to the party on
Saturday. We had a wonderful time with
family and friends and are very grateful and
humbled by the flowers, gifts, donations,
messages, entertainment and beautiful
cards we received, many handmade by very
talented people as were the cakes etc! At :
the last count we have received £560 to be =

split between The Alzheimer’s Society and

The Kirkwood. Thank you so much for your overwhelming generosity,
God bless you all. Susan & David Lord

Heckmondwike URC
E HeckmondwikeURC@hotmail.com or
ChurchsecretaryHURC@hotmail.com
& 07756 869893 2 www.spaceurc.org.uk

Elders’ election - The election of elders resulted in Ruth Catton,
Doreen Huggins, Susan Lord and Janet Virr being re-elected for a
further term of 3 years. Our thanks go to each of them for their
willingness to heed God’s call to serve Him in this way. It was good to
find that 93% of the voting papers were returned. Thank you.
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Church Family News —

Condolences: It was with sadness we learnt of the death of our oldest
member, Margaret Whitehead at 103 on 8 September. Margaret
transferred her long-term membership from Grove URC, Gomersal on
the amalgamation of Grove and Heckmondwike in 2022 and was a
regular attender at the newly formed church until health dictated
otherwise. Our condolences go to daughter Valerie Jenkinson and son
Trevor Whitehead and the family.

Margaret’s funeral was held at Heckmondwike URC on Thursday 25"
September at 11:15am.

Thanks...

... to all who gave donations of food and/or money at the Harvest
Thanksgiving service to Batley Food Bank for those struggling to make
ends meet and feed their families. At the time of writing the donations
come to £110.

... from Ruth Holdsworth and her granddaughter Robyn to all who
supported them on Sunday at the Macmillan Cake stall in memory of
mum/great grandma Carol. £177.40 was raised on the day and they
received £175 in online donations.

Newlands Care Home Worship — Thursday, 30 October. 1.30pm:
Late harvest service at Newlands Care Home, High Street. Next visit
will be the Carol Service on Thursday, 11 December. Please consider
joining Janet at Newlands for worship at 1.30pm to help with the
singing. Steve who organises activities there makes us very welcome.
It's only for a short time but very rewarding and appreciated.

Mondays: TBBT (The Bread and Butter Thing) 11.30am — volunteers
welcome. Contact church secretary for further details

TBBT Warm Space — Once again, we are opening up the church on
Mondays from 12 noon to 2.30pm starting Monday, 3 November
offering a warm space and company. So, if you can offer a warm
welcome and a listening ear to the volunteers and those waiting to
collect their groceries from TBBT do please come along to help.

Thursday, 23 October 2.00-4.00pm Afternoon Tea — To have and to
hold — last day for booking Sunday, 19 October — everyone welcome.

10



Longcauseway Church
Q ChUrChSeCretarleW@OUthOk.Com E . E scan Ior moreinform:tionhorfollow
ﬁ 07951 582848 - ongcauseway church on n
[=]5:

www.Longcauseway.org.uk or
www.spaceurc.org.uk

Tuesday Tonic activities 10.30am-12.30pm

In Stitches — Chat & Create— wool/needles/hooks provided for projects
being worked on, along with chat and refreshments.

Wellbeing Wednesday - See Pause. Breathe. Pray.

calendar of events Every 18t Wednesday @ 1.30pm
inthe 3 Strand Café

Longcauseway Family News —

Our deepest sympathies go to Valerie Jenkinson on the loss of her
mum, Margaret Whitehead. Margaret died on 8 September aged 103.
Please remember Valerie, John, Rhian, Amy and all the family.

Please remember the following people who need prayers for one
reason or another: Ethel Marriott is in hospital after suffering a fall, she
also has pneumonia; Lynn Lomas has also fallen and broken her arm,
she is recovering from surgery; Gill Beckett has fallen too; Muriel Lee
is having back problems; Carol Marsh has ongoing health issues; Ruth
Palmer is doing well and continues to have chemotherapy treatment;
Ramesh Pathak is still in hospital; Alan Evans is still in his care home
and Irene Biddle is improving.

Good news.... Julie West is recovering after her recent surgery and
has returned to worship; John Hall had a recent scare but | am pleased
to say he is doing fine.

On Sunday, 14 September Catherine and Chris Rowbotham presented
their youngest son, Harry, for baptism. What a wonderful, joyous,
celebration. The church was full with their family and friends. Harry
really seemed to enjoy himself, especially the water. Congratulations
to all the family.

Julie West wishes to pass on her thanks for all the cards, flowers,
prayers and well wishes after her recent operation.

11



Lexi Bishop-West has been successful in her bid to become a member
of her year 6 student council. There are 90 students in her year group,
and Lexie was one of only 16 chosen to represent her year.

Birthday wishes for October go to: Charlie fitn
Hookey, who will be 6 on the 24th. = HE

Belated birthday wishes to John Howgate, who
celebrated his 90" birthday on the 24t August.

Love & God bless
Margaret Roberts

Ladies 17/12 Group - On 17 September the Ladies’ Group had an
evening walk around Pugney’s Water Park in Wakefield. We were
blessed with a super sunny evening.

Afterwards we had a fish and
chip supper at The Wetherby
Whaler. A good time was had
by all.

17t October meeting will be
held at Longcauseway
church at 7pm when Simon
Reed, a local historian, will be



coming to give a talk and show us a video about old Dewsbury. Simon
has lots of memorabilia, including photographs, old cinema and theatre
programmes.

Perhaps you may have some photos of Dewsbury and the surrounding
area you might want to bring along to share.

This will be an open meeting for the whole church and other churches
in SPACE too. Please let me know if you would like to join us.

Our group is open to all ladies in the SPACE group of churches so
please feel free to come along.
Margaret Roberts
oS n

The 3 Strand Café Makeover and Goodbyes

Having held a Wednesday lunchtime café in the church upper room at
Longcauseway for the last 4 years and realising that as Dewsbury’s
high street appeal has altered it was time to move this into the 3 Strand
Café for the whole of the session. We had previously held an early
morning café there. So, we bought some new counters to give it a
more professional appearance and changed our hours to 9.00am to
1.30pm every Wednesday.

s As with any move, some things have

-~ #& to change, for the moment we cannot
serve hot meals though we do serve,
bacon sandwiches, toasties, soup,
sandwiches, crumpets, toasted
currant teacakes and a whole array of
¢ baked goods supplied by Coults
bakery in Batley.

We also said goodbye to Pat, who
had been a wonderful volunteer in our
kitchen for the past 12 months. We
hope she will visit us from time to
time.
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Bumps, Babies and Toddler group at Longcauseway Church

We have had a toddler group at
Longcauseway church for very many years
and it continues to thrive though to raise
awareness before returning for the autumn
: term, Jan, Adele,
Julie and | took to the
forecourt with
bubbles, hopscotch
and
giveaways.
' Last Friday,
September 19t the group enjoyed a visit
from PCSO Ava, whose hat proved very
popular! Jo Hartley

Blister Pack Recycling comes to an end

Having sent the last 7 boxes full of empty pill
packets otherwise known as blister packs back to
Terracycle for them to turn them into products for
parks and gardens we have reached the end of
this mission project. Once we discovered that our
local Boots the Chemist store in Dewsbury is now
offering a pill packet recycling drop off box we did
not feel the need to find further funding for this
mission.

We started by funding 3 large bags ourselves at
Longcauseway Church and then received funding
from Yorkshire Synod for 10 large boxes.

We have met some lovely people who have popped into either the
3 Strand Café or church to drop off their empty pill packets and have
had lots of interesting conversations.

Jo Hartley
Sée
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Messy Church 6th September 2025..

"8 \\elcome back to Messy Church! Our
¥ theme this month was ‘Ready to
i Follow (Jesus)'.
4 We had a lovely
f| session making,
prayer books, | love
. Jesus bracelets,
. Jesus is my number
1 model and an edlble bird’s nest which made us
think about the things that make us feel safe and
comfortable sometlmes for the sake of God’s Kingdom we may need
; , to give things up! As always, we
- shared a meal together.

.~ We are looking forward to our
harvest theme next month,
10.00am on Saturday, 5" October.
Our sessions are open to all ages.

Grém
Longcauseway Leaders Team

The Leadership Team
reconvened on 2" September
after a brief break in August. If
there are any issues or
concerns you would like to bring
to a meeting, please let one of
the team members know. The
team meets on the first
Tuesday of each month,
together with our two ministers,
Rev Dr David Barker and Rev
Samantha Sheehan.

Front left to right: Jo Hartley,
Fi Baker, Marilyn Cooper and
Janet Morse - Back left to right: Lyndsey Hall, Robert Thurman, David
Hall, Mike Walter and Jennifer Day.
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Beeline and Heritage Tour of Dewsbury Town Centre
Saturday 20t September 2025

On Saturday, 20 September, local historian Simon Reed brought his
fascinating photographic display featuring ‘old’ Dewsbury and the
surrounding areas to the 3 Strand café.

The event included a —
tour of the town and R —
concluded with e

A '

¥ " ) g "‘.

— 253 W\ '
refreshments in the — AN | - H . :
café, and an , n,

.;{Q

opportunity for
attendees to watch
Simon’s documentary.

This was a wonderful chance to remember
' and reflect upon Dewsbury’s rich heritage,
even as we embrace the changes currently
taking place in our town centre.
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Norristhorpe URC
E churchsecretaryNURC@hotmail.com
@ 07745 209270 2 www.spaceurc.org.uk

Hand Bells meet on the 15t and 3 Mondays at 12.30pm.

Lunch: We were happy to
celebrate their golden
anniversary with Susan and
David Lord on Thursday 18"
September with lunch when we
all enjoyed the meal of meat and
potato pie provided by them —
just right for the start of autumn.

The entertainment, organised by
Sue Conway, resulted in plenty of laughs as we played family fortunes

Thanks were given by Joyce Benson to Susan, David and the ladies
who provided cakes and trifles.

Diary Date: next meal October 9" names to Joyce Benson please.
Sém
Voting for Elders

It is time again for the election of new elders by way of a prayerful
secret paper ballot. All church members’ names appear on the ballot
paper and all members are eligible to vote. When ballot papers have
been completed two elders act as scrutineers to count the votes. The
elders who have been elected will be approached to ascertain whether
they will accept the call to the position of elder. Elders serve for a
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period of three years. Should an elder need a sabbatical during their
period of office, they will be fully supported by the rest of the eldership.

The three years of serving as an elder is on a rotational basis, so you
will only see the names of the elders whose term of office has ended.
This year Christine Whitaker and Maureen Robbins have offered to
stand down as serving elders and our thanks to them for the service
they have already performed in this capacity.

So, consider prayerfully who God is calling to this position and put your
X against their name on the ballot paper. You may vote for up to two
elders who will be approached to serve for a period of three years.
Also consider if you will be willing to accept God’s calling if you are
approached to serve in this capacity Voting sheets to be returned by
Sunday, 12" October,

Sée

Norristhorpe United Reformed Church
Norristhorpe Lane, Norristhorpe, LIVERSEDGE. West Yorkshire. WF15 7AN.
www.space.urc.org.uk

Secretary: Janet McDonald

Come and join us
on Saturday 4" October for

Coffee and cake
10.30 - 12.00 noon

Craft stall
(start Christmas shopping)

Money raised to provide cakes and goodies at
Christmas Band Concert.

Band tickets for sale £6.00
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Sunday Worship
Service Times

10.30am

Heckmondwike URC, WF16 0DY
B ChurchsecretaryHURC@hotmail.com @ 07756 869893

Longcauseway Church, Dewsbury, WF13 1NH
churchsecretarylcw@outlook.com @ 07951 582848

10.45am

Norristhorpe URC, WF15 7AN
E churchsecretaryNURC@hotmail.com @& 07745 209270

10.30am
Full SPACE services

News for November SPACE Newsletter and
Thinking SPACE (Norristhorpe) to be with

Susan Lord
SpaceSecretaryurc@hotmail.com
& 01924 513905

no later than
12 noon on Saturday, 18 October 2025




